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all seasons, except near the inhabited portions. It
is usually necessary to go one or two leagues to find
deer, and seven or eight to find oxen. During a
portion of the autumn, through the winter, and dur-
ing a portion of the spring, the country is overrun
with swans, bustards, geese, ducks of three kinds,
wild pigeons, and teal. There are also certain birds
as large as hens, which are called pheasants in this
country, but which I would rather name ‘‘ grouse; "’
they are not, however, equal in my opinion to the
European grouse. I speak not of partridges or of
hares, because no one condescends to shoot at them.
The plants, trees, and vegetables that have been
brought from France or from Canada, grow fairly
well. As a rule, the country can produce all things
needed to support life, and even to make it agreeable.

There are three classes of inhabitants: French,
Negroes, and Savages; to say nothing of Half-breeds
born of the one or the other,—as a rule, against the
Law of God. There are 5 French Villages and 3
Villages of Savages within a distance of 21 leagues,
between the Mississipi and another river called the
Kaskaskias. In the five French Villages there may
be eleven hundred white people, three hundred black,
and about sixty red slaves, otherwise Savages. The
three Illinois Villages do not contain more than
eight hundred Savages, of all ages. The majority
of the French settled in this country devote them-
selves to the cultivation of the soil. They sow
quantities of wheat; they rear cattle brought from
France,” also pigs and horses in great numbers.
This, with hunting, enables them to live very com-
fortably. There is no fear of famine in this country;
there is always three times as much food as can



